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The rise of the BRICS and decline 
of multilateral governance: 

The case of climate crisis management 



little/no progress with global governance: 
top-down failures in economics, politics, environment 

 
  

Montreal Protocol on CFCs, 1987 
 

but since then:   
• Kyoto Protocol 1997 and aftermath – 
Copenhagen Accord 2009: climate disaster 
• World Bank, IMF Annual Meetings:  
trivial reforms - China rising, Africa falling 
• Post-Washington Consensus: rhetoric since 1998  
• UN Millennium Development Goals, 2000 (SDGs 2015-) 
• World Trade Organisation Doha Agenda 2001: failure 
• Monterrery Financing for Development Conference in 
2002 and G20 global financial reregulation 2008-13 
• G8 promises on aid, NEPAD/APRM, Gleneagles: broken 
• renewed wars: S.Asia, Middle East, North Africa, 2001-? 
• UN Security Council reform 2005: no chance 



“Never has Obama, or his predecessors, 
attempted a serious reform of this [UN 
Security Council] system. Never have 

they sought to replace a corrupt global 
oligarchy with a democratic body. Never 
do they lament this injustice – until they 

object to the outcome. The same goes for 
every aspect of global governance.” 

 

George Monbiot, The Guardian, 10 September 2013 





finance delinks from 
world's real economy: 
market value of financial assets 
and aggregate global GDP at 
current prices (billion US$) 
Source : Leda Paulani, USP with 
McKinsey Global Report data 
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then the 2008 crash: production in historical terms 

Initially as bad as 1929 

Source: Eichengreen and O'Rourke 



trade crash in historical terms 

A worse crisis than 1929! 

Source: Eichengreen and O'Rourke 

Initially worse than 1929 



stock market crash in historical terms 

Source: Eichengreen and O'Rourke 

Initially worse than 1929 



Keynes, PLEASE HELP! 

deficit spending 
(USA reached 
13% of GDP) 



wealthy governments' debt 
reached (political) ceiling 

vast increase 
mainly reflects 
bailout of US 
and European 
banks in late 

2008 



Source: IMF, Global Financial Stability Report, April 2010 

'temporal fixes': derivatives, 'Quantitative Easing' 





resort to the 'spatial fix' 
roots of crisis:  

long-term stagnation of  
EU, US and Japan after  

Post-War 'Golden Years' 
 



uneven development in GDP growth 



 

uneven and 
contradiction-

ridden  

spatial fixes 
(source: Unctad 2009) 



SOUTH AFRICA 

 in context of global crises, enter BRICS 

“a new global 
economic geography 

has been born” 
– President Lula da Silva,  
BRICS Brasilia Summit, 2010 



SOUTH AFRICA (added in 2010) 

why BRICs? answer from New York/London:  
building-block 'bricks' of 21st century world capitalism 

Jim O'Neil,  
Goldman 
Sachs 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 





 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism? 



 or within? 



Berlin, 1884-85 

'Scramble for Africa' 



Britain, France, Belgium, 
Portugal, Germany, Italy, Spain 



useful  Africa   
Source: Le Monde Diplomatique, Feb 2011 





Africa's existing oil 

• substantial reserves  

• oil and wars: Sudan, 
Angola, Chad, Congo 

• US imports more 
than 20% from 
Africa 

 

http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-
PS0301-Da.jpg 





“Africa Rising”? (# of citations) 

2001 

2011 



“Africa Middle Class Rising” 
 
 

(hmmm, a $2/day 'middle class'?) 



no, Africa protests Rising  
Agence France Press: 



Africa food protests (and prices) rising  



land-grabbed Africa by voracious 
India, China, South Africa (and Brazil) 

Source: Tomaso Ferrando 



global leaders amplify climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



Durban's COP17 
'Conference of Parties' 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban's COP17 
'Conference of 
Polluters' 



last time SA hosted  
global environment 
conference: WSSD 

World Summit on Sustainable Development 
Johannesburg, 31 August 2002: 30,000 protested 
UN 'type-two partnerships', privatisation of 

water, emissions trading, neoliberalism  
 





Major sites for neoliberal plus 
sustainable dev. discourses  



'Care must be taken to ensure 
that cities and roads, factories 
and farms are designed, 
managed, and regulated as 
efficiently as possible to wisely 
use natural resources while 
supporting the robust growth 
developing countries still need… 
[to move the economy] away 
from suboptimalities and 
increase efficiency – and hence 
contribute to short-term growth 
– while protecting the 
environment.'  
 

 
 
May 2012 

not mentioned by World Bank: 
* financial speculation in 
commodities and nature,  

* export-led growth, or  
* irrationality of so much 

international trade, including 
wasted bunker fuel for shipping 



corporate-driven 'green' technological fixes 

• 'clean energy': nuclear, 'clean coal', fracking 
shale gas, hydropower, hydrogen; 
• biofuels, biomass, biochar; 
• Carbon Capture and Storage; and  
• other geoengineering strategies  

• sulfates in the air to shut out the sun;  
• iron filings in the sea to create algae blooms; 
• artificial microbes to convert plant biomass into fuels, 
chemicals and products;  
•Genetically Modified trees;  
•large-scale solar reflection e.g. desert plastic-wrap 

 



biofuel (soya, maize) as 'False Solution' 
Climate justice critique: 
•Energy Negative 
•Water Negative 
•Production Increases Air/Water Pollution 
•Drives up Energy, Food, Land Prices 
•Increases Monoculture, Decreases Sustainability 
•Increases Land Concentration in Fewer Hands 
•Increases Power/Control by MNCs 

'The shift from petroleum to biomass is, in fact, worsening 
climate change, increasing deforestation and biodiversity loss, 
degrading soils and depleting water supplies. Further, the new 

“bio-based” economy threatens livelihoods, especially in the 
global South where it encourages “land grabs”.'   

- ETC Group, EcoNexus/African Biodiversity Network/Gaia, Biofuel Watch 



Carbon Capture and Storage as 'False Solution' 

 Climate justice critique: 
• violates Precautionary Principle 
• costs are excessive 
• increases energy to produce power by 25% 
• unproven technology 
• at least a decade away from implementation 
• prolongs extraction of coal 

 



global leaders exacerbate climate crisis 
Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



COP 16 
UNFCCC revived 



Durban's COP17 
'Conference of Parties' 

28 Nov-9 Dec 2011 
International Convention Centre 



Durban's COP17 
'Conference of 
Polluters' 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trevor Houser, a climate and 
energy analyst at the Rhodium 
Group and a former adviser to the 
chief American climate negotiator, 
Todd D. Stern, said that the 
Durban platform was promising 
because of what it did not say.  
 “There is no mention of 
historic responsibility or per 
capita emissions. There is no 
mention of economic 
development as the priority for 
developing countries. There is no 
mention of a difference between 
developed and developing 
country action.” 





former Qatar oil minister 

Abdullah Bin Hamad al-Attiyah 

former carbon trader 

Christiana Figueres 



 



UNFCCC 

structural 
problem: 
national 

self-interest 
at UN COPs 



carbon trading strategy: 
in 1997, US vice-president Al Gore 
(later a carbon trader) pushed for 

Kyoto to include emissions markets,  
in exchange for Washington's 

promised support … promise soon broken  

'The European Union has 
adopted this US innovation 

and is making it work 
effectively there.'  

(An Inconvenient Truth, p. 252) 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

EU emissions market crashes, 2006-09 

does EU carbon trading  
'work effectively'? 



impossible to finance renewable 
energy with such low carbon prices 

emissions market crashes, 2008-13  
2009 VAT fraud, 2010 resale fraud, 2011 theft-closure, 2012 stagnation, 2013 bailout failure 

does EU carbon trading  
'work effectively'? 





8-min critique of carbon trading  
www.storyofcapandtrade.org 

 



transforming fossil-addicted systems and 
paying for adaptation and loss & damage: 

 
• promised by Hillary Clinton at Copenhagen 
– but not available during current fiscal crisis 
•$100 billion not enough (Hurricane Sandy cost NY $60bn) 

• who benefits? existing power elite and aid 
industry – not poor climate victims 
• corporate 'False Solutions' to be funded 
• carbon trade to provide 50% of GCF 
revenue? (according to designers Nick Stern 
and Trevor Manuel) 

 
Green Climate Fund – $100bn/year by 2020 
      





concept of 
'ecological 
debt' now 
recognised 
– as 'loss & 
damage' at 

COP18 



Richard Norgaard, economist at  
University of California, Berkeley: 
“At least to some extent, the rich 

nations have developed at the expense 
of the poor, and, in effect, there is a 

debt to the poor. That, perhaps, is one 
reason that they are poor. You don't see 

it until you do the kind of accounting 
that we do here.”  



Accion Ecologica: ecological debt is 'the 
debt accumulated by Northern, 

industrial countries toward Third World 
countries on account of resource 

plundering, environmental damages, 
and the free occupation of 

environmental space to deposit wastes, 
such as greenhouse gases, from the 

industrial countries.' 



 

greenhouse gas emissions 
per person, 2000 

 
USA 

Canada  
Australia 

Saudi Arabia 
Kazakhstan 

Russia 

the climate debt 

who owes? 



North-South climate debt rises if 
we include outsourced production 

 



Environmental Performance Index trends, 2012 

Countries rapidly 
declining in EPI 

BRICS: unsustainable development 



http://www.stat.yale.edu/cgi-bin/R/cpmain?iso=ZAF 

Climate change 



who's owed? climate change 'creditors' 

main losers:  
small islands, 
Central America,  
central South America, 
Central and Southeast Asia 
and much of Africa 



 





can we leave the oil under the soil? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 Yasuni ITT in Ecuador's Amazon rainforest 



Ecuador 



Oilwatch research trip 
to Yasuni, July 2011 

Yasuni ITT in Ecuador's 
Amazon rainforest 

 

oil here = 407 mn tons of CO2 



Accion Ecologica, Quito 
eco-feminist-indigenous defence of Yasuni 

http://www.accionecologica.org/ 
http://www.amazoniaporlavida.org/es/El-Juego-del-Yasuni/age-of-yasuni-un-esfuerzo-para-hacer-visibles-las-luchas-de-los-pueblos-originarios.html 





FIGHT FOR THE AMAZON. People march during a protest against the exploitation of oil in 
the Yasuni National Park, in Quito on August 27, 2013. AFP / Juan Cevallos 



The results after one year of implementation have 
been remarkable. 
• Before the pilot program, 42% of children in 

the village were malnourished. Now the 
proportion of malnourished children has 
dropped significantly, to 10%.  

• The village school reported higher attendance 
rates … children were better fed and more 
attentive.  

• Police statistics showed a 36.5% drop in crime 
since the introduction of the grants. 

• Poverty rates declined from 86% to 68% (97% 
to 43% when controlled for migration).  

• Unemployment dropped as well, from 60% to 
45%, and there was a 29% increase in average 
earned income, excluding the BIG. 

 

Carnegie Council: 
http://www.policyinnovations.org/ideas/briefings/data/000163 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Income 
Grant (BIG) pilot in 
Otjivero, Namibia 

(funded by German 
solidarity donations 

catalysed by churches)  
Council of Churches of Namibia (CCN), the 
National Union of Namibian Workers (NUNW), 
the umbrella body of the NGOs (NANGOF), the 
umbrella body of the AIDS organisations 
(NANASO), the National Youth Service (NYC), the 
Church Alliance for Orphans (CAFO), the Legal 
Assistance Centre (LAC) and the Labour Resource 
and Research Institute (LaRRI) 



search for  
Just 

Transition 
with labor 







Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 













1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa's 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 

Platinum  

Group 

Metals 



Mgcineni Noki, 
platinum rock 
drill operator 

16 August 2012 

platinum  
under  
Marikana 





Tiny 
Roland 





women's power at Marikana 



women's courage: march of 800 from Nkaneng to 
Marikana police station, under extreme duress 



a month later, they won their 22% raise 





 

South African police protest measurements 



SA's high social protest rate: 
3000 violent (thousands more non-violent) from 2009-12 









       

  

Source: Andre Gunder Frank & Martha Fuentes 

social movements in 19th & 20th century history 



 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi's double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



       

  

 

Source: Michael Burawoy 

Polanyi's double movement:  waves of market power 

social, labor and environmental movements 



Five core political-economic ideologies 
contending in the world (past 15 years) 

• NEOCONSERVATISM is the agenda of the US Koch brothers, the 
Bush/Cheney/Palin legacy, Fox news & far-right Euro parties; 

• WASHINGTON CONSENSUS is still the dominant neoliberal 
approach in the economic field – e.g., WB/IMF/WTO, most 
economists, many comprador Third World elites; 

• THE POST-WASHINGTON CONSENSUS is the (so far unsuccessful) 
attempt to reform -- e.g., Soros, Stiglitz, Sachs, Krugman, some 
UN agencies; 

• THIRD WORLD NATIONALISM includes some authoritarians who 
oppose the system (e.g. Mugabe) and others who still want to 
work within its confines while imposing WashCon at home  

• THE MOVEMENTS FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE oppose globalisation of 
capital but support globalisation of people  

      

 



1) Resurgent rightwing: 
neoconservatives  

• Agenda: unilateral petro-military 
imperialism; crony deals, corporate 
subsidies, protectionism and tariffs; 
cultural 'conservatism'; reverse 
globalisation of people via racism and 
xenophobia; religious extremism; 
patriarchy and social control; 
homophobia  

• Disputes: over extent of imperial reach, 
and how to protect residual national 
cultures and patriarchy 

• David Koch, Sarah Palin 



1) Resurgent rightwing  

• Institutions: Republican Party populist and 
libertarian wings; Project for New American 
Century; right wing think-tanks (AEI, CSIS, 
Heritage, Manhattan); the Christian Right; 
petro-military complex; Pentagon; rightwing 
media (Fox, National Interest, Weekly 
Standard, Washington Times); and proto-
fascist European parties--but also Israel's 
Likud and perhaps Islamic extremism  



2) Washington consensus: neoliberalism 
  

• Agenda: maintain and perhaps rename 
neoliberalism (PRSPs, HIPC and PPPs) but 
with some provisions for 'transparency' 
and self-regulation; more effective bail-
out mechanisms; and (temporary) 
financial stimulus packages for Northern 
countries (not the South)  

• Disputes: differing reactions to US 
imperialism, based in part upon 
divergent national-capitalist interests and 
internal political dynamics 

 Christine Laguarde, Lawrence Summers 



2) Washington consensus  

• Institutions: US state (Fed, Treasury, USAid); 
corporate media and big business; World 
Bank, IMF, WTO; elite clubs (Bilderburger, 
Trilateral Commission, World Economic 
Forum); some UN agencies (UNDP, Global 
Compact); universities and think-tanks (U. 
of Chicago economics, Cato, Council on 
Foreign Relations, Adam Smith Inst., Inst. of 
International Economics, Brookings); and 
most G8  governments  



3) Post-Washington consensus: 
global social democracy (lite)  

• Agenda: fix 'imperfect markets'; add 
'sustainable development' to existing 
capitalist framework via UN and similar 
global state-building; promote global 
Keynesianism; oppose US unilateralism 
and militarism  

• Disputes: some look leftward (for broader 
alliances) and others look to the 
Wash.Con. (for resources and legitimacy) 

Joseph Stiglitz, Paul Krugman, George Soros 



3) Post-Washington 
consensus  

• Institutions: some UN agencies (e.g., Unicef, 
Unifem, Unrisd, Stiglitz financial commission); 
some int'l NGOs' (e.g., Care, Civicus, IUCN, Oxfam, 
TI); large enviro. groups (e.g., Sierra and WWF); 
big labour (e.g., ICFTU and AFL-CIO); liberal 
foundations (Carnegie, Ford, MacArthur, Mott, 
Open Society, Rockefeller); Columbia U. economics 
department; the Socialist International; and some 
Scandinavian governments  



4) Third World nationalism 

• Agenda: increased (but fairer) global 
integration via reform of interstate 
system, based on debt relief and 
expanded market access; democratised 
global governance; regionalism; 
rhetorical anti-imperialism; and Third 
World unity  

• Disputes: political alignments; degree of 
militancy vis-à-vis North; internecine 
rivalries and egos 

 
  Thabo Mbeki & Robert Mugabe 



4) Third World nationalism 

• Institutions: Non-Aligned Movement, 
G77 and South Centre; self-selecting 
regimes (often authoritarian): Argentina, 
Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Iraq, Libya, 
Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Palestine, 
Russia, South Africa, Turkey, Zimbabwe 
with very few – Cuba, Venezuela, Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Paraguay – that lean left; and 
supportive NGOs (e.g. ActionAid, Third 
World Network, Seatini)  



5) Global justice movements 
• Agenda: 'deglobalisation' of capital (not 

people); 'globalisation-from-below'; anti-
war; anti-racism; indigenous rights; 
women's liberation; ecology; 
'decommodified' state services; radical 
participatory democracy; 'Occupy' 
transformation  

• Disputes: the role of the national state; 
party politics; fix-it v. nix-it strategies for 
int'l agencies; and tactics (e.g. symbolic 
property destruction)  

 

Arundhati Roy, Naomi Klein 



5) Global justice movements 

• Institutions: social movements; environmental 
justice activists; indigenous people's and 
autonomist groups; radical activist networks; 
leftist labour movements; leftwing think-tanks 
(e.g. Focus on the Global South, FoodFirst, GX, 
IBASE, IFG, IPS, Nader centres, TNI); leftist media 
and websites (Democracy Now, RealNews, 
zmag.org); sectoral or local coalitions allied to 
World Social Forum; Arab Spring; Indignados; 
Occupy and future such uprisings 


